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_ THE FARMER AND MECHANIC

GUATEMALAN INDIANS

B

PRACTICALLY SLAVES

i

Fighteen Tribes of Them Working for
‘ Dayv and Loaded With Debt—The Girls

b Costumes—

Queer Religious Customs

Crvlapyright, 1912 by Frank . Car-
pentoer,)
_ MIXCO, Guatemala,
boami writing this in the little in-
Clan town of Mixco, sitnated on one
of the foothills of the Voleanag de

Agua, in the heart of the Guate malan |

yepublic, I have come here from
Guntemala City on muleback. and 1
“aln on Mmy way to Antigua, the rained
capital, which was founded hy Al-
viaerado and whe o sreat  city

When
Yioston was still tittle

nmore than cow

paths,
Mixco is altogether Tndian., 1t has,
perhaps. a thousand timhabitants, who

ive in low one-storied buildings lmuit-
of brick and stone, covered with stuc-
0 and painted in all the colors of
the rainbow. The main houses are
.;u-mnui a pluza, on which the stores
Fie and where there is o biv church,
# ity bhall and a fountain which is
praitted bright bine, On the poreh
of the city hall are piles of Indian
pitcks, which the porters have left
there for the night, and on the stones
of the plaza scores of Indians have
savatted around Jittie Lires and are
cooling their suppers, IZach man
hias a4 pot or pan resting over the
eonls, and when e has linished his
cooking he will juin one of the par-

tirs of his reliows who are eating |

bere out in i Qe The men CGouk
Theedl' own ineals and all eat to ether,
om the other side of the plaza T can
see women coolking in the same way.
They will eat by themselves, althotgh

]
saome, I am told, arg the wives of the !

Hnien opposite,

These people helong to the cliass of
Jredian porters which is to be found
everywhere in Guatemala, and  of
whon I met hutdreds on my way up
it Nixoo,

The Red Men of Guatemala.

But nirst let e tell yon something
oi the Indians of this party of Cen-
tral America. The bullt of the red
men have always lived south of our
boundaries, The most of the inhabit-
ants of Mexico are made up of them,
sind they there number miilions,
There are now at least 1,500,000 pure
Indiins in Guatemala, and this is five
opF SIX times a8 many asgs we have in
onr country. Some authorities say
that the territory c¢overcd by the
I'nited States never had morve than
300,000 aborigines, while parts of
these south lands were more thickly
populated than any part of Europe
@t the time of the discovery of Amer-
| R \

The Indians of Gunatemala have al-
wiayvs beon many. The chimate 1§ tine,
the enil is fertile and it is far easier
to et a living here than in the eolder
psrie of the Unlon. [ have already
viitten of the ruins of Quirigua, which
are now being uncovered by our
Amerlean archeologists, There arc
ather ruined cities in other paris of
Guatemala, and the evidences arve
that we once had a gereat civilization
here made np of the ancient Toltees
o Mavans, who were the great race
of Mexico about o thousand years after
«‘hrist, but who were driven south by
the Azetes into Guatemala aud the
1 pnl-lirg-: 1nearer the Isthniti= of
Jranama., 4

These people have never been ticht-
er= like our Indians, They have been
yathoer farmers than hunters. and to-
ity they are engaged in tilling the
il and in laboring for the whites,

I am toid there are gighteen differ-
ent iribes of them in this country, and
there are at least six t(ribes to be
fonnd among the inhoabitauts of this
town of Mixco. These are the [tzas,
Maopans, 'okomans, Chois, I'okonchi
and the Lacandons. These tribes all
vome from Mava stock, and they are
the descenpdants of those who lived
in Moxivo long before Corters camne.

short and Ancemic,

The Guatemalan Indlans seem to
Lo cmaller and wenker than ithe cop-
per-colored population of the United
States, 'rlll' average height of the
nich ic nnder tive feet and there are
miany wormen here who could walk un-
der iy arm.  They look danemie, and
1 .o told that some of them are ciay
vaters,  They have a kind of yellow
carh mived with salphor which they
vonsider a dainty, and when they o
vpoen  pilgrimages  they find images

hirda of this earthh 4t the shrines and !

ext them, thinking that they thereby
ward off disease,

The faces of the Indians are a httle

Highter in color than those h.l the Sioux

or Choctaws, and some of the men
hive thin, :-'fl'il".:!.:“li,l.{' beards. ) doubt
whether any one evor shaves, 1Both
men «nd women are very straight,
and the women even more so than the
men. This probably comes from their
varrving  burdens  on their heads,
Thevy will put fifty or a  hundred
pounds there and go off on & trot
The women do not bepnd baci as
they walk, and the movement s i
most aitorether froon the hips dowi-
ward, although ionest of theur swing
the nrms as they go.
Quecy Costunies,

PThese Indians have  mever dressod
Ule oy, and todsy they woar clarhies
?c'.‘hf )} 'ti?il]} "“f!:' ’ T R s Gy -'t}}l}
weare n odelighit b brizht o cotore one

They have hats ef straw of 2 sugar |
loaf shape and as.thev tio! oaver Yh"[
country they remind one of the hrje- !
ands of the stage, -
Indian Porters, ,

These Indians are the chief freight !
carriers of Guatemala, and the A (1o |

all the Work on the plantations. The | «

porters are Hke those of Woren, in that
they belong to a profession  which
descends from father to son. lLonger !
than man «can remember they have |
carried the baggage and produce nfl!
Guatemala from one part of the coun- i
try to the other, and 1T am told that|
they can trot along with 13¢ pounds |
on their backs at the speed of al
mule, |

I have =cen hundreds of these port- |
ers on oy way through the country. |
They are 10 be found aon every road- |
way  and they are of al) ages, from !
little boys of ten, to gr.l_\hr.;.ds of |
sixty., In coming here to Mixeo 1]
passed many bearing great loads of
clay jars. Each far would hold per-|
haps two or three gallons, and @ man
would have & score of them in 4
crate o piled up that thev ros-e high
above his head, and <o that he was
half bhent as he trotied alons., [ saw
bove of &x with two or three such
jars and c¢hildren of not more than
four carrying bundles over the road.

At the capital | passed an Indian
cargador carrying an iron plate two
feet wide, four feet long and two
inches thick, 1t must have woighed
more than 50 pounds. It was tied
to the man's choulders ot he was
trafting along, It is said tha
dians are obliged to carry loads for
traveling upon demand i€ they are|
paid for their services, The local of- |
ficials supply them. but they can foree
them to go only & two-day  journey |
from home, and the Josd must naot
b more than 100 pounds,
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